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This summer I worked as a summer associate at Ashoka, an organization that works to promote 
the growing field of social entrepreneurship and enable individuals to tackle global problems 
through innovation. I have always been passionate and curious about social entrepreneurship, 
and I was excited to work at Ashoka to contribute to its mission while learning about the 
relatively new but powerful field. In high school I co-founded an organization, Music is 
Medicine (www.musicismed.org) and have often been labeled a “social entrepreneur.” Because 
of this, I came to Ashoka to learn what that really meant. 
 
Ashoka fulfilled all of my goals and more. It exposed me to leading social entrepreneurs who 
visited the Ashoka offices in DC to speak to us about their work and to experts in the field who 
showed me that careers in public service were not only practical but impactful. I worked 
alongside 30-40 other interns from universities across the country who not only became my 
friends but also inspired me through their own similar yet diverse passions for public service. 
Another great memory was having dinner at Bill Drayton’s house. Bill Drayton is the founder of 
Ashoka and the man who coined the term “social entrepreneurship.” I was blown away by his 
determination for the cause but also by his amicability and down-to-earth nature. 
 
Specifically, at Ashoka, I worked closely with 2011 Stanford graduate, Nadia Mufti, who is in 
charge of creating a post-college fellowship program called A*Year (http://www.ashoka.org/a-
year), which aims to provide young people a 13-month social entrepreneurship experience to 
attract future leaders to the sector. She was a fantastic mentor, and I will definitely stay in touch 
with her in the future for her friendship and for her guidance and support. Aside from this 
project, I worked with Ashoka’s Director of Global Marketing, to help create a cause marketing 
campaign for her new book, Rippling – the new introduction to social entrepreneurship. I also 
worked with Ashoka’s Youth Venture team to do research aimed at crafting a strategy to educate 
youth and engage them in public service. 
 
Working at Ashoka gave me new knowledge and experiences, but, most importantly, it 
empowered me to continue on my professional path to creating a better world. Ashoka taught me 
that dedicating my career to public service is not an idealistic dream – it is a realistic and noble 
goal. In the future, whether I do so through the art of social business, public policy, nonprofit 
work, or some other career, I’ll always maintain the motivation and dedication Ashoka ingrained 
in me and will know I will always be a part of the Ashoka family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Me	  with	  fellow	  intern,	  Brandon	  Wong,	  and	  
author,	  Bev	  Schwartz	  

	  Hard	  at	  work	  enabling	  social	  entrepreneurship	  to	  thrive	  around	  the	  world	  with	  my	  intern	  team	  at	  
our	  boss’s	  home	  in	  DC!	  

In	  the	  Ashoka	  offices.	  The	  start	  to	  a	  bright,	  sunny	  day	  
–	  ready	  to	  set	  the	  wheels	  of	  social	  change	  in	  motion!	  


