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Will your class join 
in this effort?
Please help support the  
initiative by requesting a  
minimum contribution of $8 
for carbon offsets on your  
registration for classmates  
and guests. After Reunions  
2022, the Greening Reunions 
Alumni Working Group will 
report how much carbon  
was offset. 

GREENING REUNIONS
Let’s Make a Difference for Reunions 2022!

REDUCE PLASTIC BEER CUPS
In 2019, Reunions and Commencement generated 110 tons of nonrecyclable 
waste. Reunions used >300,000 plastic cups, virtually all of which went to  
landfills due to changes in the market for plastic recycling. Beer cup waste  
accounted for up to 40 percent of the total of plastic cups used at Reunions.  
Plastic waste is considered the “second most ominous threat to the global  
environment, after climate change,” by the U.N. Most plastic waste is buried, 
burned, or ends up in the ocean. Plastic recycling is not a viable solution.

REUSABLE CUPS: THE FUTURE OF REUNIONS?
The working group is currently investigating reusable cup services for future  
Reunions to curtail the waste associated with using disposable cups. During 
Reunions, attendees would receive a new cup for every drink. After Reunions  
the cups would be sanitized for reuse and a post-event environmental report 
would be provided. This process could save up to 130,000 beer cups from 
landfills and  eliminate 4 tons of plastic waste. While this service can’t yet be 
implemented  for Reunions 2022, please encourage your classmates to take 
home plastic  logo cups for reuse as a step in this direction. 

OPTIONAL GREENING REUNIONS CONTRIBUTION 
For Reunions 2022, the working group is requesting 
alumni support, which includes asking major  
reunion volunteers to invite their classmates  
to make a minimum $8 Greening Reunions  
contribution to cover carbon offsets for travel.

Reunions travel has a significant carbon footprint contributing to climate 
change. To attend Reunions, alumni travel averages 1,900 miles round trip, 
resulting in greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to powering and heating  
more than 700 U.S. homes for a year.

The collective contributions will be used to buy carbon offsets to cover  
greenhouse gas emissions from Reunions travel from the nonprofit  
Climate Vault, Princeton University’s choice for offsetting carbon. Climate 
Vault purchases and “vaults” carbon pollution permits from government- 
regulated compliance markets to provide quantifiable, verifiable offsets  
that make an environmental impact immediately. 

Reunions has a tremendous environmental footprint.
Since May 2020, the Greening Reunions Alumni Working Group has been examining 
Reunions to identify ways to minimize its environmental impact. 

Questions? 
Contact Thara Srinivasan ’95 at 
mango@alumni.princeton.edu


