
My dear Classmate, 
 

I want to personally thank you for making the effort to come together as 
a group in celebration of your personal friendships and our unity as a Class. 

I very much wish I could be there with all of you, but  
recent surgery prevents me from flying West to join you. 

 
As we get further away each year from our experiences and shared history at 

Princeton, it becomes more and more meaningful and important for us to gather 
as friends as well as Classmates of the Great Class of 1971.  

I hope you have a wonderful evening together and 
I wish each of you a very Happy and Healthy Holiday and New Year. 

 
The Executive Team has been working together on a number of fronts since our 

40th Reunion, not the least of which is a concerted effort to develop stronger 
regional connections and opportunities to gather for the Class of '71. This 

Southern California Regional Meeting of the Class is one outcome of that effort. 
 

In addition, we are very close to finalizing a brand new Class Website, which will 
launch in the first quarter of 2013. The Website will be easy to navigate for all of 

us and much easier to update and to keep current on all our news and events. 
We will announce the launch to all of you as soon as it is ready. 

 
Speaking of important Princeton events, some of us will gather at Alumni Day on 

February 23 for various events, including the beautiful Memorial Service held 
each year to honor Princetonians from all years who have passed. Sadly, there are 

a few members of the Class of ’71 who will be remembered at the Service. 
 

There is special, happier news this year as, at the Alumni Day Celebration 
Luncheon, our Classmate, Mitch Daniels, outgoing Governor of Indiana, and  

soon to be installed as President of Purdue University, will be 
awarded the Woodrow Wilson Award, as a distinguished Alumnus whose career 

embodied the call to duty in the spirit of Wilson's speech, 
 "Princeton in the Nation's Service." Join us if you can to cheer for Mitch. 

 
Have a wonderful dinner and a wonderful time. Enjoy the special camaraderie 

that comes from being a Princetonian and a member of one of its Great Classes.  
I am proud to be your President and look forward to seeing you soon,  

either at a Class of ’71 event in Princeton or elsewhere. 
 

All my best,  

Podie 


